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EDITORIALLY SPEAKING
(An original title)

Don Anderson ‘

A couple of days ago, on October lBth to be exact I got a letter from Gem

| Carr, It started out "Dear Neffers s", and went on to ’ meke some cozmnerrt.ary of

general, but certainly not sarth-shaking, interest.

I reread the letter several times, assuming that there must be something in
there to make it necessary for Gem to write to the entire membersh:.p, and to

. type each letter instead of using the much easiér method of mimeography, :
I laid her letter aside, on the coffee table, for further perusel at a later .

time, but when I went to get it the next day it had been thrown out by my ever
neat and non-Fannish wife, Janet, I thought,"Oh, well. Such is life,™

On October 18th I got another letter, this time from Richard Finch, and then

Came The Dawn. It was addressed to Don Anderson, Editor; Tightbeam 16, Qooog!
Back in August Art Rapp had written me, asking me if I would agree to edit
the November TIGHTEEAM, After thinking it over for a mumber of days, I wrote

back sdying that I would, THAT was the last I heard till the arrival o.f.' Gem's ‘
letter,

GEM'S LETTER!!! OMIGODH! ’ ' '
The n&ighbors, already convinced that I'm more than a little mad (I've been
spreading the Fannish Gospel, you see) were treated to the sight of me storming
out into the back yard, upending my two trash/garbage cans, and pawing frentic-
ally through all that assortment of trash > lemon peels, coffee grounds, and
other such mundane items, looking for an item of inestimable value, a letter

' meant for TIGHTBEAM, I found it, and aféer rinsing of the goo,(and you havn't
. Lived till you'wve Rinsed Off A Let,ter), ‘hung it on the line to dry. I't. heads

off this issue. )

I didn't really want to publish this issue of TIGHTEEAM. Or ANY ’issue, as
a8 matter of fact, But, 1've been a member of the EnThreeEff for almost three

. years and this is the first time I've sver been asked personally to do arwthlng
. substantial. Besides s 1 seem to have a Masochistic streak, and the prospect of

having to do all that typing (which I.detest), mimeoing (whlch I detest), -

collating (wh:x.ch I detest), and 'Bh:l.nlcs.ng (which I ---—--Hrmmmmm*m) appealed to
me.

TNFF came today, October 19th, and it looks as if I'm to send out a ballot

. form along with this issue. Whether it will be furnished or I'm expected to |

make it up, I don't know, If it's here, you'll krow that the confusion has

 been el:.mlnated

Any commentary I may make to the letters are apt to be somewhat uninformed,
The fact is, I haven't been following the discussions too closely, and as far
as that goes I never recieved the TIGHTBEAM for September, if there was one.

As of today I have on hand exactly three (count tem, ene-two-three} letters
for this issue. The issue WILL go out on time. It may be pretty slim, but it
will go out. If you wrote, but your letter is not ‘here, either I didn't get it
at all or I dldn't get it by the 25th, It's time to Cla.mp Down, pay heed,

' I'm sluffing off on my dub:n.es as an Editor, for none of the letters will be ‘

| edited, but run verbatum. You're paying for this thing, and have a right to

be heard out barring entanglements m.t.h the laws. Enjoy, engoy,

-4
T
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. G. M. Garr .
‘5319 Ballard Avenus
Seattle T Washington

Dear Neffers »

As Franson says, the ever—preserrb problem of non-renewals DOES deserve
serious considération. Surely there must be enough intellectual bril_‘l.lance
in the- combined bra:.ns of all our members o come up with some crash-program
solution, . -

In the past, m has been tonbat:.vely suggested that we follow the example
of certain mundane clubs and send out Remittance Notices, This could be* -
nicely done in the form of a Christmas card or greeting with a statement of-
the:dues and deadline for sending them in. There tould even be a printed
fold-over envelope in which to send them (J,f the club 'breasury could a.fford
. it) included for. their convenience, . -

- Something of this nature could also be used to straighten out those
members who, as Franson mentioned, mistakenly paid only $1.60. The
Secretary (sorry, Janie) could f:x.gmre out what the initial payment should
have been, and just bill for that amount. If the new member renewed - N0
harm done, His original $1.60 would, in effect, take care of a ful1’ year,
and this adjusted fee would straigh'ben him out until the end of his 3rd
year of membership. Wnich would bring him to where he would have been,

. anyway, if he had paid the correct amount at the start

Or there could be a eub-committee of theé WC to send out pc rem:.nders
to non-renewals at 2-week intervals begimning with mid-Jamary and lasting
‘probably 'til mid-March or mid-February, It is possible that some members
“Just simply forget to renew; or think that nobody cares whether they belong

. or not., Then, too, let's face it - some people just like'to be coaxed 8 .
" Aittle.. (0f course; some people DON'T like -to be éoaxed. They call it -

’nagg:.ng) .»o but then, they wouldn't renew anyway, so there's no hrm done
really..) -

I do not think much of the suggestlon of restrict:.ng votes only o
pre-vaidup members, Sounds slightly illegal, to me -~ besides smacking
somewhat of blackmail. I think we can lick this problem to a geeat extent
if we put our minds to it —- and possibly the very fact that we DO :
a"lvev-’ca.se our concern, will have the. 'very effect we ‘are hop:.ng for, e

: , Best,

‘G. M. Carr
Richard C. Finch | : o
1483 N. Pickering Avenue '
Wn.x.ttn.er, Californis -

. "*Nancy Rapp.

= The Hermit, In Nioh:u.gan, from 11 +o midnight Sun. over WXYZ, The
Mummers , in the Little Theater of The Air, present: The Hermit's. Cave, -
Sound Effects: Hounds howling in backgrouxnd. Fad:.ng ‘Then: A cackling
. ‘sound, made by an 0ld man's voice. .
‘ "L:Lsten. Listen and you can hear my hounds howling, Are you ready for
- another tale-of ‘the supernatural" We have ghost stories, weird stories,
and murders, b0o."-And a lot -of other d:n.alogué wh:n.oh I've forgotten, §
followed by ah announcer for a coa'L company. :

Here 18 the ploo of the only one I. can remember, Two men sign an oa.th
that the:first one fo-die will visit the other One is executed as a.
, mt.rderer, and. en'hers the body of the others wife, who lapses into a coma..




. Plot revolves around how to release the living member from the consequences

of the oath. Bnds successfully, I don't remember how, ‘Anyone listening to
this also remembers the Green Hornet, theme song Flight of the Bumblebee , and”’
I Love A Mystery, with woodoo rites in one case, including Vampire Bats, in -
other cases weird religious murders ans some sheer fantasy, Characters: Jack,
Doc and Reggie. Jack, the hero, Doc, Southern dialogue, Tonto- bit, Reggie:
Rich-playboy type. In it for kicks. The other was The Shadow. Rich man about.
town,- Lamont Cranston, learnmed how to cloud men's minds in tie Orient , S0
that he became invisible to all intents and purposes,

‘I would like to refer back to two previous issues of TIGHTBEAM, One is o
He T. No, two, An item of mine then said we could not get a mammed spaceship
back to earth, in other words land it on solid grourd., The Russians could,
They can do even better now, They have successfully concluded a 17 orbit
flight and brought the man and the spaceship back to ground safely, even
though separately. The next step is to land man and plane together, while
the United States still has to do this, first without a men then with ome.
When the Russians do this, they will be ready for a moon tiip, '

~ Another item was in HT 10. It concerned the world's largest atomic or
nuclear power plant, not being built as a power plant at the time, but just - .
as a reactor, The heat generated as steam in the by-product of the
production of plutonium for weapons has béen going to waste. It could have
been producing 700,000 Kilowatts of power, The Soviet Union already had
plants like this producing electricity at low cost, low in reletion to other
methods available, This was in 1961. A ’ '

According to the Los Angeles Times for Sept. 27, 1962, the bill was
finally sigred into being, after two years of fighting. Two Democrats and a
Republican are respongible for passage of the bill, while southern Democrats
and Republicans (not necessarily Southern) conducted the fight in cealition
against passage of the bill. It is now stated that a million kilowatts of
pover will be made available, This is the Hanford Plant. - o

Now you can purchase an Atlas of the heavens if you have 2,000 dollars
to spend., It has 1,758 photographs of galaxies & stars out to a billion
light years, and it will take 3 years to fill your order, Bach copy f£ills
9 filing _cabinet?a v

Donald Franson
6543 Babeock Avenue
North Hollywood, Califormia

Wally Weber's Tightbeam was quite neat, There are fewer typos than in
Cry, and the cover is the best thing Atom has ever done., - , ‘

Speaking of Heinlein, the If serial, "Podkayne of Mars" starts out well,

. I suppose someone has already finked, but Ferdinand Feghoot is written = *
by Reginald Bretrnor ("Grehdel Briarton') and Benedict Breadfruit was (past
tense, the work of Randall Garret ("Grandell Barretton'). Jack Sharkey is
not guilty of those particular crimes, Dave Keil, . :

.. "Ackermanese, Gafmoi and LMJ" have not been in use reecently, and so were
mot included in Fandbook #1, which was intended as a Qictionary only of
current terms that a new fan may encounter, I haven't seen'the above three
. in fanzines for some years. Fandbook owes its existence tc Fancyclopedia IT,
so much so that I asked Eney for permission to publish (which He graciously
gave,) I have the origa_naL Neo-Fan's Guide but have never seen Fanspeak..

I don't know whether P, Schuyler Miller said it first, but L. Sprague’
de Camp mentiones Smith's "spotless heroines (who stay thaet way even when
stranded with the hero for months on one of Jupiter's moons)". Still, I°
think Smith's characters were more believable than some of, er, deCamps.
For Miller's opinion I would have to look at all those book-review colums
in Astounding , a monumental task,
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Winners in the 1961 short story combest were: (Bob MeDermott 's questlon)l
-Science Fiction, 1500 to 6000 words: Terry Jeeves, Margare'b M Eicher, and

Loubel Wood, - .

. =Science Fiction, under 1500 words Charles Waugh and Judy Glad.
~Weird, 1500 to 6000 words: Gerald W. Pa.ge Margaret NI. Elcher, and. George

H. Wagner, Jr. .
~Weird, under 1500 words: R. Denms Miller (2), '
-Fan’c.aoy, 1500 to 6000 words: Gerald W. Page, Lady Barbara Hutchlns/ﬂarl Noe s

and Rev, C, M, Moorhead,
~Fantasy, under 1500 words: Arthur H Rapp and Dav:l.d Travis,

(This information from the June TNFF) R

"The N3F at first had né dues, but 'an umworkable Mtax 3 lat.er dues were
$1, and were raised to $1.,40 in 1954,

In case you're curious, "Ackermanese" is dhe fan term for Forry's brand
of shortened spel lmg/abbrma‘blons and portmenteaus -~ you can still see it,
in milder form, in Famous Punsters, occasionally. "Gafmoi® is Ge*bt:l_ng Away
From Most Of It, "LMJ" is Loud Mouthed Jackass,.

Now you know, .

Yours s
Donald Franson

Arnold Kruger

Genral Delivery

Islington, Ontario ER o
Canada : S _ -

- Dear Donsald W. And’erson”

HI}
| o Arnold
((Ed's note: The above poctsarcd is quoted absoltrtely ard 100% (s:.c), mcludlng“
spelling)) . |
Roy Tackett

. 915 @reen Valley Road NW
Albuquerque s New Mexico

Don,

rotate eastwards again. The OL! Wastebasket did a good Job on #15, It bore
a faint resemblance to “Cry of the Readers." Not quite as kookie as CotR
but there were similarities, I don't like to mention that Weber did a good
~ Job because it'll go to his head and then there'll be no living with him,
((ed: Does yowr wife know that you were entertaining ideas of living with
Wally? Sounds like an article lead for Les Nirenberg,)) Not that I!'d want
to live with himy mind you,..not after what he pulled in the super-market.
Gary Labowitz, don't blame Racy if you didn't get a copy of the

questionaire, . !Twas purely the fault of the editor of #li. It seems that there

weren't quite emough questionaires to go around so about 1O people got
shorted, Turns out they were the last 10 names I received from OL!.
Tyrarmical AL, My apologies. My apologies to Racl, too, but we didn't
expect the club to put on a sudden spurt of growbth. Anyway, it was between-
page two and three that T printed the letter from Maxine Larson. Hey, Gary,
don't' sweat Les Niremberg competing with AML,..OG - If there is one th'n.ng
PANIC BUT'IDN doesn't prlnt, it's stf,,

Bochester, New York eh? Well I guess it is time we let TIGHTEBEAM R
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Bob Brown: I'm completely open—mw nhded. If some nuts want to believe in

Shaverism, dianetics,  flying saucers, RAP, or even Tom Armistead, that 's

heir pflvz_lege., Weu. 5. that last one is carry:x.ng things a bit far. I
Believing in Tom Armistead is like believing in Fred GottSC:halk One .has %o
draw the line somewhere and when people start believing in Tom Armistead and |
Fred Gottschalk they've gone over the line, Next thing you lnow they'l], be
wanting to put pants on horses (Hi, Felice) or some such.

Franic Stodolka: the position of the octopus 1s in the eye of the beholder,
He looks right-side~up to me.

(Wally WASTEBASKET??9- Nobody's celled Wally uAS"’EBASKET 3!

Oh, pfui, Don Franson, I know as well as you do that stf is an off-shoot
of fantasy and that "fantasy" originally both. Still does for the most part,
You're just looking for an argument and I won 't argue over the meaning of
" *"antasf’ Nobody expects that crazy Buck Rogers stuff to come true anyway.
Except a bunch of nuts, Trouble all came about-with the influx of new fen
during the boom years of the 50s, Ya see a bunch of nuts who happened to
believe in that crazy Buck Rogers stuff got together and created the big
"bang along with a few other gadgets and the rest of us nuts couldn!t
resist bragging a bit. We knew it all along and like that. Well, suddenly
the literary set decided that reading science-fiction (not fantasy, mind
you) was the thing to do. Science-fiction was In, {You shoulda met some of
the idiots I did in the early 50s...they didn't know one magazine from .
another but boy, were they ever science-fiction fans. ) oo these characters
tried to divorce stf from fantasy and we're still trying to recover. Why
am I telling you this, Don Franson? You know all about it anyway. L:Ll’e,
you weré there, too, man. - .

Don also ment.Lons that the StOI‘j’ contost is smi‘erlng from lack of
entries., I relte*ate what I said beiore....the only way to make the story
contest a success is to get a.prozine to guarantée publication of’the
first prize yarn. This will give the.budding writers a real goal to 5hodt .
at, The D:.rectora‘ﬁe should. def:r,n:.tely check into the possibility of this
next year, The p“oz._me could rake in beaucoup €goboo’ from the publicity, ]
up sales a bit, and kelp to develdpe.some. new writers all at the same. time,
- Heh! I said "Stranger in a Strange Land" would win the Hugo, didn' I?
I've just finished reading it and agree that it is one of Heinlein's
lesser efforts; litfle originality and nothing in the way of startling
ideas, And if I say anything more about it now I won't have anything to .
write about in the next DYNATRON,

Alma Hill: I'm not about to help you. worry and the Army has effectlvelj
removed your source of worry anyway. Art Rapp has withdrawn his candidacy.
for re-election due to his assigrment overseas., That should be a load. off
your mind. At the moment I have no idea who will be running for President
but whoever the candidates may be the winmer would do well to follow the
path Art has blazed during the past year. Apparently the majority of the.
membership was well satisfied with Art's program s:.nce no one offered in -
opposition to him at the general election call,

You say that Art wasn't even a member when his neme was first mentioned .
as a possibility to fill the vacancy left by Ralph Holland's death, .
Nonsense! Check youx' membershlp roster and check Nancy Rapp's letter ' in .
TIGHTBEAM 15, i

You imply that Art Rapp 1sn "t really interested in the* NFFF. Art h.as,
during his term of office, devoted the time he had available for fan
activity--and the hours he could steal from other duties--almost
exclusively to the NFFF, In order to work for the elub Art ‘eut back his.
correspondence, writing, and publishing. Cons:Ldaung; the amount of time
he has devoted to the NFFF in the past few months I would ‘say he has a very
great 1nterest in the club, Consider also the way he pub out TIGHTBEAM 13
at his owrd expense after Donaho missed the publication date. Consider also -
that Art took over the short-story comtest since no one else wanted the job,



' . € S
-~ To. :_mply that Art Rapp isn't really interested in the N3F is to do hima
grave injustice, '
You say that it may not have been Art’s fault that 'hhe N3F was “so o
unlucky! when he held office before. Too right it wasn't Art's fault, Check
your N3F history, Alma, before you start blaming those troubles on Art.
Let us consider one more point in your letter and then I'll go away——
for the time being~-. You say that jou voted against re-activating the
Correspondence Bureau because "we didn't know vho will do the work—-so
how can this be ready to meke rules about? Since vhen have the rules
governing an office, either in the NA3F or elsewhere, been dependent ‘on the
person who is to £111 the office? First you set up the office and the rules
to govern it and then you get someone to- £ill the office and carry out the
rules, This to me seems sensible, proper, and constructive., If one is to
have any organization at all the rules come first and the person who fills
the office follows them; one doesn't tailor the office to fit the individual,
Enough, I'm going to take Pinsker!s advice and grok a bottle of 7—Up.
- It likes me, I llke 1t—-w1th gine

Roy

Alma Hill
" 463 Park Brive
Boston 15, Mass’

'Dear DonNY Anderson, publisher of #J.é sir; .

To save your time, this is an expression of thanks to Mike Kuzman and
www for winding up #15 with such a rous:.ng command to give you some work,
- wvhich I bet you get.

" . Project Birthday Card got off the ground (While publishing fandom vas -
excercising it's foolish head over far less amiable matters) via pr:x.vate
fanac., By the same means, prizes are offered for better designs, as the
- starters were fannish enough but very obviously amateur. However, considering

vhat those studio-card-greetings get awey with, and sell for, it just
* didn't make any sense to let a friendly idea k:_ck around waiting for
perfectionism to get the roseleaves out.

Grassroots fanac interests me more at this time, especially help to
writers, But before leaving the matter of gresting-card designs, here is
an idea which fanartists might like to consider. These fannish drawings
will be very decorative in the original, so if anyone feels-generous, vhy
not specify that they be sold for the benefit of the DisCon, either at the
_ bargain table for any few pence or dimes, or if good enough at the dlsplay
~ table or auction ~ as the DisCon menagement may prefer, of course — -
certainly it would be an evil deed to tie a concommittee with any more
red tape than they are already stuck with. The thing is, though, pro
material gets harder to obtain and scarcer all the time, though the
auction is the main source of the funds for the cost of our annual tent
city. Neanwhlle s amateur art can be just as decorative and sometimes more
adaptable,

I recently read a d‘zescrlptlon of how to mat pictures, amd I tried it
on a couple of Danidkins originals sent me by a friend from Chicon. In

case anybody else wants to try it, I used corrugated cardboard right off
a carton, covered with crushed up brown paper and the whole thing
‘shellacked; it looks exactly like leather, I tried saran to protect the
drawing but it stretches and is unworthy of an Adkins. Maybe fair enough
~ for amateur art, though; I know tlie whole thing came out light enough
to hang with a str:..ng loop glued to the back, Strong enough to take a
Square of gLess s o0, aotua]ly though that would be heavier to mail, and

t i -k
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| .more fragile, At any rate, anyone with ingemuity can meke a mat over imto a -

light strong frame which might increase salability as well as meiling strength,

I intend to get regular frames for my Adkins b&w drawings, preferably drift-
wood~gray. But all sorts of colorful effects are possibly by way of . -
. temporary, or ’p‘erhaps even permanent paper and cardboard frames for amateur

work,

Designs for greeting cards can be as large as you like, provfi.ded they are
to be photoed down - that increases the fineness of the detail, But if
anyone does them straight on stencil, or on paper for mimeo repro, then
there were some excellent two-fold and four-fold deésigns done by fans /
awhile ago, perfectly hilarious, Or threefolders to fit regular snvelopés'
might be a neat idea, . - ‘ | "

Hah; guess this is wark.enough for you for now, I'1ll bother #17 on the

‘subject of help to writers, as this topic has been pretty thoroughly

scrambled right now and may be better sorted out by the time another TB

- rolls arpund. I'm available to .comment on anything thet reaches me, meanwhile,

of course, o
Good wishes, .
- Alma Hi1 '

i Go Hi Labowitz

8233 Presidemt
Kansas City 31, Mo,

Dear Postie,

I am wondering, how many of the members are stamp collectors? Judging
by the number of collectors at large I wouldn't be too surprised if there

. were quite a few, I knoe Kaymor iSe——m-- right K?

-Given, then, a mumber of ¢ollectors I am curious as to their reactions
to the announcement by our Uncle that he (will issue) (has issued) a
Christmas stamp this year. I frankly feel that this will (has) set a bad

precedent, even if we do call ourselves a "Christian" natiom, -

And ultimately, since our attitude effects everything we do, this fact

. will hamper our space program as such, Most of our projects are orisnted to

military uses now. Once the military is in the position to call the shots
(pun intended) the scientist can give up his hopes of going to the moom
for geographical and astronomical reasons. Shouls we go at all it will

. be to accomplish a military goal. And then probably mot on our own impetus

' but to match some Russian accomplishment, fancied or real.- :

At any rate, going back to original topic, why not use our commemorative
stamps on your letters, fans, stead of the normal Lincoln L¢., Those of '

. those who collect will appreciate it and it does "pretty up" your mail a.

bit. ' . - ,_

By golly, I just realized I addressed this thing "Dear Postie", Times'
may change but Labowitz doesn!t, There certainly are a lot of names on
that roster that I never see over letters in TB, (Hint, hint). oy

Keep Smiling, -
Gary o

i Norbert Laus

3903 N. Lincoln Ave,
Chicago 13, Ill. :

Dear Don, : R . S U

I ask anyone who reads this to remember that I am a.neo (I admit it--
it seems that there were a lot of letters from "new members" but, nobody
would ‘admit to that) and that, vhile the opinions expressed are my own,
don't nobody get mad - I probably do not have all the info I shoulfl.




Some ’c,h.:.ngc= in T3 1;@15 set me off and I haven't found my way Dr:»Ck since,
so 1 decided to follow the svggestw ons and "hack first-think later"

S3ince I seem to have waded inko the middle of a dispute on the W, T
must say that I agree with Micheal La Rochelle on the subject. Correrondem:e
between Welcamittee member and neo should be long - a couple of months
at least, not only to give the neo time. to geu adjusted and learn more
about the N3F and what it dees, but to develdpe friendships. Spread thin as
we Seem to be in some places, a neo can at times become lonely. This gives
him people that he can write to on stf and fantasy.

Which reminds me., From what I have heard, I should keep my typewriter
shut on this, perhaps, but I am well known.for being outspoken and jumping
the gun, so I'm taking the plunge! Is the WC having 2 good time on it's
vacation f{rom me? I seem to be on the list for printed matter, but I have-
vet to receive one letter of welcome., I will probably have been made a
liar several times before this is published, but it wouldn't have been
natural not to have put my foot in my mouth once!

' Th, and Mike, if you read Don Franson's letter in #15 perhaps you are
beginning to regret your support of Hoy Tackett on the disappearance of
fantasy. It is far from forgottenl

On to Don Franson! Brawo, on soms very well brought out points! This
subject of the fund for members who can't afford dues is, in my opinion,
hardly worth wasting veluzble peper about. So I won't, Just read Don's
letter in #15 - he says it much better than I can. Also, I heartily concur

on dues and non-renewals, He brought forth a plan which seems, on the
surface, to hold a great deal of mer:.t bubt I don't decide club policy
so I can only say that this should serious].y be considered by others.

Clayton Hamlin's let got me in an uproar - I don't, of course, know
all the expenses, but it seemed to me that there should be more than were
mentioned there. In my ignorance, hdwever, L can't argue with a former
director, who is in a slightly better position then I to see what is
needed, But even so, he would have. .us take "§&" a yéar out of the
treasury (Ha!) leaving us to work with donations to kee ep it uwp. Are we
a charl'by orgam.ma‘b_mn' But then I read Art Rapp's let in answer to an. _
earlier statement of Hamlin's on this, It seems to answer both rather well,

T4l I can study the whele thing iore closely, I would say that a dues
inérease is in order, (Then we can see who else can't afford them!)

Well, T seem to have condemned myself sufficiently for the first time
around, so I'1l sign of’f.

I shell returnl .

Norbert Laus

((eds note; Could your middle neme possibly be Yngvi? For has it not been
'bruly said that "Yngvi is a Laus"?))

M:Lke Shupp
Somewhere in, the Midwest .
S. 5. Verona*, Ohio

Dear TIGHT-BEM: (and T will Kill you ard eat you if you cut out my pun...)
((Eds note: Not only did I not cut out your pun, but didn!t even cubt out
your instruétions. I DID, howsver, manage to resist a pun of my own, &
rather obvious one but perha.ps a trifle too gamy for a Family L;ype zine,)

Greetings old noble TB 16 or 17 (depending on when I meil this); you -
are about to be blessed (cursed?) with-a letter from a mubtant named i
Shupp. This might haye happened before, but a few little bh_mrrs ‘always kepb,
coming up (such as runru.nt, out of postage) but for once, you poor cr:.tterﬁ,
I ve® manaded’ to hanb orto four cents for a whiles it 1.3 now. Der _T_gg.



So I'11 comment upon comments, and so on ad infindtum et pausiam, on
the fifteenth TB and the thinmgs I'd always plaaned vo say tut didn't, So
hc.:'re I om, t;;pér Flrrly clutched in my hot 1itile 'palm (PLEASE stop that
g,-:.ege:ré- i‘flks 3 whlich is rather difficult, since this leaves with oiﬂ.y.th-ree
ayms 1o type with. Like I NEID a desk OW, . o DAY 1P0S. FULL
et AHEZ‘S.., esk, you know, AMN THE TYPOS . FULL

Dave Keil: MUST vou slander uwy favorite prozine? I mean, I LIKE to read
Ana}.og. Is_ the;re some form of law against an interest in psi? Most, fen are
at Least vaguely interested by psi phenomsna; then vhy must they gripe
when somsone prints a psi yarn, If you don' like psi, don't get the zine,

JGBallard REALLY write crud? That's what you get for buying pb originals,
Alvays remembar that &ub originals are either far better than most hes, or
else desvend to abysces greater than you could imagine. (Sturzéon's Law
would help you in choosing, ro dcubt), ACE pbs are usually #.crud:and 3
 Cream, and pretly obvious by the eover blurbs PYRAMID never puts out a
lousy original, SIGNET has cnly reprints, as far as I can sce, BALLANTINE

and BANTAM are each about half and half, This leaves chietly EERKELEY,
AVON, and PAPFRBACK LIBRARY, most of which are reprints with mootly gond
originals, ((?2)) '

So much for Lesson One in the Fundamentals of Purchasing Pbs,

Keith Laumer a clown? SLANDER[!!

TO WHOMEVER IT MIGHT CONCERN (such as Mike La Rochelle): I doubt that
you really read Dave Hulan's letter thru coupletely, And you, Damnib,
are not on the Welcommittee, If you think you know hcw neofen should be
welcomed, get in WO with -some of those people who agree with you, and try
it your way for a while. THEN you can talk. Besides, with the info sheet
on the neos, Dave plans %o circwlate to fen wilh fannish lives of £ year
or less, the new Neffers won't NEEZD a stack of WC members corresponding
with them continugusly. And rot all WCommembers have time enuf to have
a long correspvondence with all neos. For instance, the onlt chance I
usually have to do any fanec is on weekends, which are not always free.
Nontheless, I've got seven people t¢ welcome within a month, and I'11
get it done - someday.

However, I'm not down on néos; I am only a short way from the time
when I joined the NFFF also, though mayhbe a bit longer than you. And I'11l
write mcre than three letters to some neos, 1f I want to.

But, one minor disagreeance with refsring neos to other fen, There's
no point in sitting around waiting for somecne to write you, and you've
got to start writing other fem SOMETIME, so suggesting in the second
or third letter that welcommee write ancther fan is MT going to hurt.
Dave Hulan referred me to another fan - Seth Johnson - when I wrote him
for info on fandon,

I didn't know that it was actually possible to wateh a fantasy or stf
movie ever, with "RELISH", Surely you meant something else???? ~

Frank: Hi there and ditto,

Don Franson: But WHY restrict voting rights to the member who hangs
around for the next year? After all, the incoming fan has accepted the
choice made the year before he joired by the members, so he ought to have
SOME say in the next Directorate and prexy choices even if he can't
stick around another year, It might not be the dropout's idea, you know;
he might have parents who think that fandom and homework do not mix,. -

Ho.wi about a compromise on the Story Contest? Neffers enter for free,
say, outsiders pay a buck,or fifty cembts or something. This offers an®
incenative (right Don, point out the misspelling,..) ((ofers should only|
have ohe eff)) for joiming wp with NFFF, and it IS the N3F Story Contest,

. Nope, STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND ig IOT an unsold mse Heinlein dug -
- uph¥g énlargen end sell on the strength of his reputation. It was sold,
Therg are a number of inberesting little paraliiels between it and 1@ST
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LEGACY the short psi novel in ASSIGNMENT IN ETERNITY, Most of the info on
the Marua.ns cems straight out of RED PLANET and the basic structure of tne
Fosterite Church was'in IF THIS GOES. ONaw.,

Felice Rolfe: As far as I can See (and I'm not completely ignorant on
the subject - Dad is a school superint endent), the new science and math -
progrems are basically only in areas of h:Lgh population/or high per cap:_'ba
income, Science equipment is EXSPENSIVE,

But greatest trouble with new math and science programs in small areas
is that they are not 50 years old. The amount of conssrvatism’in small
towns is extremeley great and resistance is there accordingly, TRY
explaining to a parent that he mustn't do Johnny's math for him; then try
explaining to a parent after he's tried anyhow, that his math is wvalid,
not the product of a.diseased mentality, and that little Johnny won't
have any trouble once ‘he decides to do his owmn homework, This just won't
WOI‘J.C.

And resistance seems to mount with age. I'm taking the INTEPT"EDIATE
MATHEMATICS book now, in my Junior year, and I seem to bs the only kid in
the class who can understand the stu,t‘f Most of thé class just bitch about
it, rather than study it

Lawrence Pinsker: I AGREE MAN, Nix on comix,

And you other three hundred:

I hereby go on record.{Long playing, 33 rpm, send cash - read that
¢adh please - check or money ordsr) as being in favor of dues increase,
Whether or not club is being firanced by individual donations,:I do not.
know, but I am in favor of working up a little clover in treasury whether
it!'s really needed or not (as it probably is). 2 bux for the first year,"
3% for two, won't hurt anyone. 40 cents is the amount one small. pb costs,
Is there ANYONE here who doesn't buy pbs or hcs? The very idea sounds
rediculous, And’ skipping one pb won't hurt you too much,

As you all }mou, the greatest infliux of the present entering neos (keep
sturing peoples«it might make sense someday) is (are?) are comix fen, This
is a Very Deplorable Situation and Something Should Be Done.

And since a kindergarten is hardly practical (whn_uh means I shall
soon gend oif the idea to ICS in hopes of some moricy for the idea if it
works out,..) to re-educate (hmwmm...maybe I should chop off the "ret,..)
these fen to hlghpr class by anything but some form of. persuesion (say .
with a ball bat) I can't really applaud the idea,

However I have my own idea, for what it's worth:

Make it profitable to the neos to read other forms of stf. :

Or, in short, the Neffer QChOla.I‘Sl"lpo. These would be somewhere between
the Hiller Fuml for Pernyless Necs and the Kaymar Awards. The basic idea
of these is that -the NYFF should be stuffed with sercon type fen instead
of immature p_msqueeks The large percentage of neos doesn't give the
NFFF a bad name in fandom; so much as the number of clods, fringe fen, etc.
And while I doa't favor d:.sposa.ris of fringe fen and clods and faans -
after all, it's taken me a long time to get halfway enérgetic - 1 do
think that meture sercon fen should get some form of reward.

Reward in this case would be a two year membership in the NFFF for
the two to three most deoerv:.ng nsofen or older type, possibly two neos
and two older fen, e

How to qualify? A) semce to the NFFF beyond that requested of the
fan; B) outstanding peruon'-ﬂ_ fanac; C) knowledge of science ficti on and/ér
fantasy in gennval, among other things. The directors can comment upon
this, &s it would fall into their leadership,

Someone start a Tape Bureau? Did a mneo pub a zine aclmo#rledged by all
its readers as one of the best they've ever seen? Did someoné create
another fan club of a superior sort? Who wrote ’t,he sequel to THE IMMORTAL

STORM? What people wrote and published the gigantic FANCYCLOPEDIA IITII?
Or, has someore, year in and year out, quletly and almost unnoticed,



worked to give the NFFF a better fanmish rame?

_ A1l of these people would be desemng of Neffer Scholarships; Ne.f:fer
Service Awards, or whatever you wi. sh to. caJl them.
Comments please.

Oddly,

. S ‘ wike shupp
(#Small Soken, look in any large dietionary) '

Piers Jacob
800 .75th Street North
St. Petersburg 10, Fla,

Dear Tlghtbeam >

I suppose I'm a neo, since I've just received my first communications
from N3F, I willl be having more to say in the future, much more; and I
suspect some of the old timers will be able to spare a caustic word for me
too, But for now let me break in gently with a few imnocent comments on
the letters in TB #15. ‘

Some of them are surprisingly literate., I learned somethlng from the
discussion about the dogs in orbit. It had never occurred to me that the
upper atmosphere would be short on tree-trunks. The assorted fan slang is
sometimes amusing, sometimes asinine--it may be fun to use it as a kind
_of juvenile code, bubt does it really promote the enjoyment of science
fiction? And the female fan who signs with the admonishment "So croggle
me good" evokes an alarming suggestiveness; I donl!t care what the word means
in the language of the initiate,

I note one correspordent bemoanlng the influx of new members who will
have to be educated into the appreciation of adult SF, while another
reviles ANAIOG as "intellectual trash", Fabulous--do these people actually

read each other's letters, or are they like the truck drlvers in Shec}d.ey's
recent F&SF serial?.

I am not femiliar with the problems of the Welcomm:n.ttee s but will say-
that I appreciated the multi-page missive from Seth Johnson. This was
direct and nersoml, ard did introduce me to the Federation in a friendly

fashion.

- The comments about story contests were of Speclal interest to me. I've

had a bad time with several of those things. I submitted the first story I
. wrote to the Galaxy-Humanist contest in 1954, but after some months got

word that while I had placed in the top ten, there had been no winner,

| No winner? After all that fanfare? Well, that's one way to save money.

| Meanwhile, IF magazine, which was then 1ndependerrt. and far better than it
' is ‘now, published several winners of a contest that to the .best of my

‘ knowledge was never amounced in the magazine. So there was a contest -

without a wimner, and winners without a contest! Recently I saw a fan .

. eontest advertised in F&SF and IF; T wrote to enquire details, but never
received a reply., So I, for one, muld be happy to pay a buck to enter

a legz.tlma.te contest, By the way, can anyone tell me just what were those
two words in the March '51 OW contest story "Test Piece"? I was too

' obtuse to figure it oubt myself. ((eds note: I have seen several arbicles -

on this, but never read the original story. Many fans seem to have settled
i on the phrase "dirty nigger", or words to that general effect, since

' there seemed to be indications in the story that the people were Negroid,))

i As long as I'm asking questions, not knowing whether anyone will care
. to answer them, let me méntion my roach problem. Here in Florida the

‘ 1roaches are big and fierce and have insatiable appetite for the white

| portions of shelved SF magazines. This makes mu GALAXY collection a prime
‘target. I'm a peaceful fellow, and it had been my hablt to catch the

)
| S ' '

|
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‘critters under a glass and escort them outside; bub when I saw the - EREE

~ devastation they left behind I declared war. We. had: the whole. house
funigated, and I doused 800 magazines in Raid; but Archie continues to get
far more edlflcatlon from SF than I. ((eds note:. If it weren't for the use
of the shift key, I might suspect who REALLY wrote this letter)) Now I know
I'm laying myself open to wisecracks about roaches and filthy living;
however most of my filth is in my mind and my wife keeps the house .clean,

' So please--if anyone knows how to protect magazines with minimum investment,

or at least make them distasteful, give me the word,

((eds note: I can feel for you, Piers. 1 work in one of the most wup to
daete, modern factory buildings :mxaglnable. We produce photographic films
and emulsions vhich demends the utmost in fanatical cleanliness due to the
possibility of contamination. These emulsions are extremeley susceptable
to contamination from chemicals as well as such physical items as dust in
the air, Yet, we are now, and have always been, bothered by roach’infest-

ation due to the gelatine content of the emulsions. We' cannot use chemical

‘means ‘to . destroy the roaches because of the above mentioned sens:.t:l.v-.:.ty
‘%o chemical contamination, I work nights 3 ‘though, and find- that the roaches
help keep my nhoot:mg eye in trim. 1'm a dead shot at'ten feet, with a

. rubber band, ))

P:Lers J acob

Frank Hiller AR
99 Sellinger S'breet g
Rochester 5, N.Y. ' o
:Dea,r Don, S T ' ‘
- Hope this reaches’ you in time to be mcluded :Ln the November TB, If

" 1t doesn't send it back (using the enclosed stamp) and T111 send it along
to Lee Riddle, -((eds note: This bif ‘of consideration’ (enclosing a stamped
 envelope) wis mosﬁ gratifying ‘and unexpected. lMore on this general theme

~ to follow; in my final remarks after the letters,)) ‘
v To Don Franson: I -really have no information as to the mimber of worthy
members who are having their dues paid for them, I got the impression, ,
from the comments 6f several meimbers that the mumber was gréater, T believe
Ralph Holland was paying. for some. Also Janie Lamb mentioned, as an.
. objection to the propsésed dues raise, that she wouldn't be able to ‘carry

as many if such a raise of dues was put into effect. Aectually I made.the
~suggestion to spread the burden a bit and take it off Janie Lamb and any
~others who-are paying someons else's dues. True, there are probably very
few who couldn't afford four' cents a week, but how many of us remsmber to
put four cents a .week away, I know I've had ‘to let. some magazire ‘
subscriptions lapse that I would very much like ‘to have continued due t-o
~ the subscription renewal catching me at an mopportune moment. ‘

Aside from the mumber of peéople who would. require this service be:Lng
too small to- Justify instituting such a fund I imagine the greatest -
objection to it-would be poqsn.ble free loaders, I had thought of them,
vwhich is why.I added in the previous T3 that only those " suggested by
well known Neffers would be eligible, Of course this would narrow down
the number of -indigent potential Neffers ®ven more, - .
To Mike Kurman: I suggested a. dollar becduse (1) ys: plutocrats are

able to afford it., (2) the minirtum. money order fee; I think, is twenty
- cents. I would'prefer” Spend ng twenty cents to. se:nd a. buck than I would

' spending twenty cents to send fifty cents.

-~ Don't understand your ‘objection to. the uneven amouxrb I see' o poten’c.,::.ailT
" trouble, This ioild nerely leave a’ small -balance “in the fund which seems.
an advantage to me. Anyhoo s if 'bhe dues are ra:.sed to 3];2.00 ib would come
out ewen,” * ' S , e : *
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~Clay Hamlin's figure to show that a dues increase ié. uhnecc‘e‘ssa_ry‘ seem to
have too many admitted "uncertaimbies" in them to base keeping the dues as
they are on them, Just what does the increase consist of? Forty cents more

per year, This works out to less than a cent a week, §$,0076923..to be more
or less exact, What's so tough about this?

In answer to Don Franson's objections (though the answer raises another
objsction) that the dues wouldn't always be $2,00 but sometimes as much as
$3.50, Part _of the answer -lies in the recruiting member making sure to
instruct the recruit that, in the words of the constitubion, "a minimum
| of $§1.60 must be paid unless, at the same time, the applicant also pays
| that proporticnate part of the yearly dues necessary to adjust the
. 8pplicant's membership to the first of the year," The fault Don mentions
lies not in the amount of the dues but in the mechanics of the deal mot
. | being explained to the new member., If the new member joins when he has to. b
| pay three quarters of 1963 plus all of 1964 in order to adjust-his dues
. to the first of the year then he must remember to pay, on time, his dues -
- for 1965 and all succeeding years. in order for his dues to Halways" be $2,00.
If you don't pay your dues every year, on time, at the first of the
year you would then possibly wind up paying $3.50 some ysars, What better
incentive for paying one's dues on time can you find? o L
| The objection that I said the above answer would raise is that how many
- potential members, knowing little about the club, not too sure if they
| would continue as members after an initial triel year would pay $3.50? :
. The dues as they now stand would reach a maximum of $2,80 in this sort
i of situation. $3,50 minus $2.80 leaves $,70. You could buy two issues of
|
|

"MAmezing for that amount,
If everyone paying their dues on the first of the year puts too much
of a burden on Janie, elect an assistant treasurer. Preferably someone
who lives relatively near Janie to avoid delays in the mails between the
| two of them, -Far as I can determine there is nothing in the constitution

1 that limits the number of officers outside of a five member directorate
and a president, : ' ‘
| A

Best,
Frank Hiller

T |
liDonal,d‘ F. Anderson
i ,29 Gedarhurst Ave,.

i McKeesport, Pa,
i Donald Franson has put forth some arguememnts in favor of changing the
| present calender year system of memberships to a membership year system,
~+that is, from a member paying his dues according to when he joins to last
'to the end of the year, to a system where a membership runs one full year
| starting when the member joins. Great, only this would inwvolve a lot more
| trouble and work than the present system involves, Lets see:

Instead of all the memberships coming due at the end of the year, very
| easy to keep track of, they would become Spread out over a period of 365
,each year or just continupusly. Janie Lamb would have to keep in constant
surveilance of the records, having to know when each person's dues were
up. If you think a person has to be notified now just at tithe end of the
year, what will it be like when everyone has a different renewal date?
Instead of everyome being notified at one time of the renewal date, the
end of the year, each person would have to be notified individually of
his/her rencwal date, o L

What of the mailing list for N3F publicatiorns? It would vary from
" month %o month as members failed to renew, Each editor would have to
keep in .constant touch with Janie ((?)) ‘to make sure that each person -
got, hifa /her tissue if they were die it, This again would involwve more work -
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on Janie's part. And 1£ Don thinks that non-renswals are ge'l't:mp free i‘-‘Sues ,

~of TNFF and Tightbeam now in Jan, and Feb., think what would happen under
~ the membershm year system, Joe Blow fails to repew his membership for
‘April, letis say the '30%h, Should Joe Blow get Ma.y issue of Tightbeam or
not, since the due date for that issue is before April 30th? Maybe not,
so Janie sends Joe's name to editor, ah, too late, ye ole ed has ma:Jed out
copies, Or maybe Janie even fails to notice Joe's due date, he could _
continue to get TNFF and TB forever, or at least till Janie does notice
Joe's time is up. We could always print the names of those due for renewal
in each issue of Tightbeam and TIFF, but these come out but once a month.
~and on an averege there are 30 deys in a month, This could involve
Directorate reform in constitutiorn and such.

- I'm sure a system could be worked out to get the membersh::o year system
to run smoothly, even if it probably would have to involve more than one
person as we are using now, Under the corresponding way of running the
club this would surely slow down the works. Anyway, why worry? As -the
membershlp gets bigger ths idea of the membership year system would get
too involved and cunbersone. Our own system is working pretty good rlght
now, even if it does have it's faults, nothing is perfect,

T think a dues raise could be used in the club but with one minor
revision, Say dues are $2,00 & year, If a pe'r*son pays for two years at a .
time we could charge $p3 80 or thersabouts, pays for three years we could
charge $5.50 or so. You see the idea is to encourage members paying for as
many years as theylike at ome time with an increasing savings with each
additionsl year. A Limit could be placed on the number of years a person
is allowed to pay for at one time on this system. Say five years at $8,50,
a savings of $1.50 over paying dues each year on the system. This is- Just
an idea; kind of ¢rude yet, any conments ?

Eight entrles have been recieved for the story contest Art Ranp says
thet this should sllow the judges more time to comment at length on each
story. And with enough categories in the contest, each should get a prize,
Great, only where's the countest? There should have been more entries. I'm
not going to call the kettle black, I didn't enter either. The $1.00 entry
fee seemed a little too steep for my blood, Can't the fee be lowered back
to 50¢ for members of the N3F and add maybe a gquarter for non-members? The
Story Contest was an N3F initiated event and is run by the club. I don't. -
want to get rid of the outsiders altogether, but with the club letting
non-menbers getting part of benefits of beloné,:l.ng to it, vhy should they
bother to join?

‘Heinlein's “Stranger in a Strange Land" be:n_ng plcked for the Hugo
has sorely disappointed me., The book was a mess, poorly written for a
Heinlein work. I wender how many who voted for it read it? Or maybe they

Just voted for the author? I think’ Ar*alog stui‘i‘ed the ballot. box,
- Nuif said, [ pass. ‘

Al Lewis L
1825 Greenfield Ave. .
Los Angeles' 25, Calif, -

/

( Dear Don:

. There seéms to be somé confuslon reoardlng the appo:_ntment of Art Bapp

to the presidency.and its lecra" ity. Under the rules of the N3F, anyone
paying $.,60 per ysar is & member, Maried couples may be carrled as single
‘members . When Nency ran for the Directorate in 1961 she was fully a member
" of the N3F. So was Art, Prior {6 their mariiage, both had held separate
membershlps. ‘When they were marrled ‘the memberships Were merged They were

- one member.

-
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NOW'under the constitution one member may not hold two elective offices,
When Art Rapp’s name was sutmitted to the Directorate for consideration he
sent in a second set of dues. Art and Nancy thereupon became separate members
and were entitled to hold elective office, They were so listed in the roster
submitted by the Secretary-Treasurer to the Directorate Chairman dated March
12, 1962, and distributed with the April TNFF, I very carefully checked this
'pOlnt before making announcement of the election,

 As to the confusion, I am partly to blame, having llsted the memberships
as separate on the official roster where they could be seen by anyone who
took the trouble to check, I assumed that nothing further neeéded to be said
on the matter, and ex01sed a specific announcement to that effect from the
two Sec-Treas reports intended for publication as being superfluous, Other
statements to this effect were made by Janie in her new member reports which
80 to the COE, the WC head and the N!APA 0E, bubt unfortunately not to the
President or the Dlrectorateﬂ Janie did acknowiedge the Rapp's dues personally,
but not till after Nancy's letter in the Sept, TIGHTEEAM had been written,

A statement by Alma needs correction. When his name was brought inbo the
discussion as a poselble President, Art Rapp acknowledged to the Directorate
Chairman that he would be willing to accept the office, and the DC duly

i passed the information on to the rest of the Dlrectorate. Alma has been

told not one, but several times,

As to the rest of that letter; I think actions speak for themselves.

Don Franson's remarks on the story contest: this year the contest failed
because the only substantial publicity it rscieved was inside the N3F, and
because of a short deadline and a high entry fee. However, perusal of the
1961 Contest manuscripts will demonstirate that the bulk of them came from
the club, I think the dcuble lesson is very clear; we cannot run
a successful story contest limited to tlie NFFF, The purpose of the contest
is to encourage the writing of science ficlion by new writers, It doesn't

matter where they come from, The NFFF, after all, is a service organization
for g1l fandem, The Neffers recieve their recompense in seeing the published
story winners--we are hoping to distribute these with the December TNFF, by

. the way--and in the satlsfactlon of achievement. A1l fandom recieves the

benefit,
- The NFFF has been most successful where it has tried to broaden its

 services; least successful where it has taken on an insular or a restrictive

attitude, And on purely empirical evidence a broadening attitude has given
us a 50% increase in membership over this same time last year This does
not seem to me like popular rejection.
I'd like to see the rext story contest run the way the flrst one was and
. the way the second one should have been--weéll announced end publicized, with

. plenty'of room to the deadline, and a low or non-existant entry-fee—~w1th
NPFF picking up the tab--and open to ALL of fardom,

Best,
AL

Janle Lamb .
' Route 1, Box 364
Helskell Tenn,

1Ed1t0r TB #16:

At this wr¢t1ng I still Haven't rec 'd my copy of TB number 15, but
Winston Dawson's copy detoured by way of my mail box, This was one of the
best issues of TB I have yet seen,

- There was one letter I was surprised, hurt ard angered to read I refer,\
of course, to the one from Nancy Rapp. Nancy not only blatantly'accused me
of- thlevery but also of being an ignoramus, because i a sensible persou .

wantod to steal dwec, vhen it would be much more sensible to take mon’ey‘ N



rather than a. cher-k Wh'l.ch is a rece::.p‘b the dues . have been recelvsd _ o
I have proof T avd report the receipt of their dues, both Nancy's and Art I8
But let me explain “the whole thing...
Art and I\Iancy Rapp paid for 1962 as a 303 nt membersnlp. Nancy ran for
director and was elected on this team membership, thus leaving Art out in
the cold so to speak, This left Art with no rights to vote or hold office.
' In January when Holland died the Directors under the leadership of Albert
Lewis began the task of finding a replacement for Holland, a very difficuld
Job, After several msmbers had turned down the app01n'bment Art Rapp was.
asked, and accepted the appointment, thus becoming the President of N3F,
At this time we were facing many difficulties 5 appo:.nt:l.ng a Presn.dent was one
of 'these difficulties,
I'm sure under the stress it did not occur to any of the D:.recto*ns that
Art Rapp was 'Lnel,glble for the appointment, I first realized it when I
started to type the membership roster prirted in March or April, I did not
have time to write Art, neither d4id I have time to contact the Directors
and hold up the Loster, there was a deedline to be met. Rapp had been .
appointed :Lllega 11y, what would be the membership reaction when they learned.
this? The members had been told of Rapp's appointment, dare we risk trouble
that might arise from this mistake? Here is where you mlght say I did wrong,
-according to vhat your conception of wrong might be, But I marked Art Rapp
as paid for 1962 on the roster and on his membership card knowing ‘that "if
‘he did not pay later the $1,60 would have to come out of my own pocket, Bub
to keep down trouble and have peace in the c¢lub was worth the $1.60. I felt
Art would pay when he thought about it, or when I not:.f:.ed ha_m of the
sitwation. -
“The Rapps did pay by check as Nancy stated, It is false that I did not -
" report this, This was reported in April to those I usually report such info
to, this includes the OE who is Al Lewis. In my report for the June TNFF
I again reported this. It is not customary to list-the.renewals in TNFF
vhen a roster is being mailed, I did not consider the Rapp's renewal of =
i such importance %o warrant a special bulletin being mailed. The members were '
not aware he had been appeinted ﬂlegally, why point out he had been
' legalized?
The membershlp roster is one item of proof I did report their renewal,
they are not listed as a joint membership in either the March or September
roster, check them abainst the Labowitz's and you'll see what I mean, I = .
stuck my neck out for the March roster, he had paid by the September one. ..
Again the statement is false that I had not ackmowledged their separate . .
' renewals to them. Nancy wrote me. about it, and I told her as I've told you,
that it had been reported twice,.I a_'l.so sent her-a copy of the report I
turned in for the June TNFF, I have a copy. of this letter on file.
Nancy said in her letter that it was Art's membership for 62 and she
merely a rider, If this was true she would be serving as an illegal ‘
. Director, her votes, motions, etc. would have to be voided. But for’bunately._'
the act of dual *ner'bershlpu does not state which is the member and which is
'« the rider, this is left for them to decide. The ome excercising that' right - .
first becomes the qualified member; thus when Nancy was elected a Director,. .
hrt became ineligible to vote or hold office, Nancy had taken the rights -
of a member and only oné membership had been paid, this was their right to
decide, but when they decided Nancy would be the one to. run Art was out in
'the cold. I hate to think we have a Director this year who does not understand
the pol:_cies or the rulee of .the club, Th:.s is laxness in an officer,
Please believe me, I'm not . labeling . myself' as perfect. I do make
mistakes, but I am w:n.lllng to admit them and correct them. If I had- i‘a:.led
to report the renewals of the- Rapps they should have taken jt up with the
D:Lrectora‘be for 1nvest1gat3.on and d:.Spos:.t:.on of the Case. To - publicly
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accuse a. person of embezzelmen’c could cause serious troub'LB I have plenﬁy
of proof I did report it, although the membership roster is sufficient., '
- The only wrong I admt doing is paying Art's dues to keep down gn
arguement and the possibility if his being kicked out, leaving us again.
trying to find a President. I've learned my lesson tho » anytime in the
futvre I have to deal with the Rapps I'l1 d.o it with kid g10ves on, no
quarter asked and none given. .

I'm sorry to have such as this mar TB but I had no alternatlve. I had
to defend my honesty; else ths new meémbers would be thinking...a dlshopest
Treasursr being trusted with my dues money. I do ot fesl Nancy!'s
accusation will be believed by the older members, they know I'm honest,
they might have thought I made a mistake, I feel badly that the N3F has _
a Director that will make false accusations against one of the club officers.
I have no idea of starting a feud because of this; L'm going to try and
forget it after telling you the true story, I h0pe you w:Lll also forget
"'t happened., ' ‘

" Had Nancy written this to the Dlrectors I would have ignored ity bubt in
a pub...lcatlon read by over 300 persons it demanded an answer,-

Best to everyone, _
Janie '
({eds note: At the beginring of this issue I stated that I WOULD INOT edit
any of the letters, Well, I just violated my own rule. Three sentences
were deleted from Jan_Le““ letter, sentences which do not in any way effect

the meanings of the letter, but which I felt, for reasons of my own, m:n.ght, .
better be omitted. ))

" Richard G. Hinman

177 Shawsheen Road
Ardover, Mass,

Dear Membership »

Would like to say a i‘ew words on the current argument about the
Welcommittee, I feel I am well quelified to get into this, seeing just a
few months ago I recieved Welcome letters and now send them out,

It seems that a few people (mostly neos, like myself) disagree. with
what Dave Hulan said in the July 7B, According to them, a member should -
keep up a corresporndence with the new members they welcome., First of all,
I don't think that's exactly what Dave meant. The way I read it, Dave sa:_d
the Welcom members don'! have to keep up this correspondence if they don't
want to. This way he may get help from people who have no des:Lre to
correspond with neos, but do want to help the neos.,

Also I feel that these complaing are slightly selfish. They think of
themselves only. The members write to other new members besides them,
and if they strike up a correspondence with every new member they write
to,within a year they will be over their heads in correspondence, Right
now. I'm more than willing to correSpond with the members I write to, but
there will come a tlme when I must. turn away neos who are in want of
corroes, '

Michael Kurman (a.nd others): If you are so interested in the welfare

of the neos, why don't you rejoin the Welcormittee? Right now we are

about twelve strong and this can stretch things out when there are

Tifty-two new members to welcome as there were this past issue of
GJALLAREORN, I believe the Welcommittee is ap essential part of NFFF and

will need some more membsrs to flourish, |
‘As to getbting out to the public mentioned. by H. James Hota.l:_ng, this

| has bothered me &lso. It wouldn't hurt the suffering treasury too much if

they ran an ad in a magazine, or enclosed the pruposed gheet in each copy
of some mag_ I beliave ‘c.here is a slick I\effer zine vhich could do thls

}
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prefbty well, but we muld not want to take advantage of this magazine and
would squeeze a little of the treasury to pay for this service.

Now to the much debated dues »aise, I have heard very good arguments
from both sides of the track. I, personally, am against it, but don't-
really think members would have ény trouble raising the loot If people
can't scratch up the proposed $1.75 a year, where do they find money to
buy sf mags or books? For people like myself, who have trouble raising
the mass sum at one time (and for the poor-Treasurer who doesn't want to
be paid in parts), why not appoint a 'second Trea.surerl someone to whom
members can pay their dues piecemeal,

. -Deadline was yesterday for November ish of TB ((eds hote yes indeed))
and I found out when the deadline was » three days before it, so am sending
this in the hope that the editor will take pity on me and print it anyway.
This is something that had bothered me, the lateness of the N3F pubs. I
received the August TNFF whicly had the. appllcation blank for the story
contest which ended midnight that night and a blank for reservation

for a breakfast the next day, vhich was supposed to be in two weeks
before,-

Well, I've found writing a letter to TIGHTEEAM isn't that bad why
don't some of 'bhe rest of you try it.

A Neffer Nut
Dick Hinman

Clayton Hamlin
Southwest Harbor
Maine

Forxr T:.ghtbeam.

By golly, I'll admit it when I goof, and it seems I may have done Jjust
that with the letter last time, Not intentionally understand, nerely the
sort of thing that hHappens when you take valid figure from another period
and project them into an estimated future pattern.

From a stidy of the roster with the last TNFF, it seems there has been
a remarkably effective educational program put over for the new members,
Neer as I can figure it, there just wasn't anyone in this year so far who
merely paid for the calender year 1962 when they joined the club. Can't
say for sure cause there is the problem of renewals mixed in there,

So here are some new figures. As of next January there s going to be
a total of 162 members in the club, In addition.add on a year of expense
for those who will be member$~£or 1964 or later, a total of 21 of them,
making 183,

So take your 35¢ each for them, over and above basic publlcatlons This
gives you a working balance of $64.05 for additional benefits to start’
with, Remember also that for each renewel or new member gained after the
first of the year you add another 35¢. This year, for instance, because
of an extremeley effective recruiting towards the end of the year.there
were nearly two hundred memberships, new and renewal from the first of the
year to the end of the year. This seems to be the standard pattern also,
each year end shows both a hlcher mermbership and a higher treasury from
what the club had at the end of the prewious year, Figure two hurdred then,
(and I hope I am not making the. same’ error in projecting figures as
before) and you will find that- these new members will give a total of
$70.00.Funds available for spending would meke $130 right there.

THE CLUB DID NOT SPEND THAT WUCH NONEY THIS YEAR! Oh, I know, once
again the convention returned the  club expendatures for the Neffer room,
the second year in a row. However, you cannot expect this every year,
not without at Lleast three years to establish a patiern of somethlng 'L:Lke
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- this. If a convention fails to do so one of these 'year‘s now, THEN is the

time to look for dues increases, -
_As for contributions, direct and indirect, to the treasury, why not just
let it stand the way it is, ard know that momey is available if it is needed.
See, moet of this is not directly a domation at all, but merely a form of
personal fanac vhich happens to be good for the club. Hayes for instance,
I just dare anyone to make him agree he sliould be paid for any of his
activity, whatever good it does the club members, I know, I've tried to
get him to allow a share of the costs of a couple of things. He won't do it
cause he wants control of editing, and wants the last word on who gets
copies too, as well as the last word in what it says. As to those who
contribute to the conventions, they gst value recieved for it, as do those
who are willing to pay the dues for members who are unable to themselves,
Good for the ¢lub, sure, but more than that in personal satisfaction too.
ESPECTALLY if they turn out to be & talanted contributor to some faned
who is in need of material, and aren't they all, ' ’ o
Maybe it won't matter, perhaps you have already voted the dues increase,
I hope not, and tried hard to keep it fom happening, but if so, so be it,
Message to Art Rapp: You just bet I recall 10¢ prozines, though moet
I recall were fifteen cents. That price was the only way of making it
possible for a precocious (a polite way of saying brat) six year old to
buy those magazines to read, In the honored tradition of those days I
spent my weekends wandering around the highways and byways of town picking
up empty beer bottles for the refund, for the dishonorable (and it sure.
was, then) purpose of buying stf magazines. Worth it? Do you really need
to ask when reminded that Merritt was writing then, that ARGOSY was
publishing The Blird Spot by Ha2l and Flint, the Palos trilogy, George
Allen England's Darkness and Dawn series, Burroughs, Francis Stevens and

. ever so many others.

Message to Roy Tackett: Sorry about the loss of the address labels, but
we pot the edges of a hurricans up in these parts, and the excess water
had to be diverted SOMEWHERE, To those who think hurricane is merely a
word for a big storm, consider one incident at the Coast Guard station
here during that, it was on a lighthouse on Mt, Desert rock, the first
they realized how bad this was came when the sea (forty foot waves
approximately) lifted a rock and threw it inland to smash in the roof and
wall of the machine shop. That rock weighed FIVE TON, honest it did.

But enough for now, » : ' '

Clay

Richard Eney
417 Fort Hunt Road
Alexandria, Virginia.

Wally Weber produced a rather neat TIGHTBEAM with nothing but his
typewriter ~~ just goes to show what limited facilities are really_

necessary,

I've got a couple of quibbles to make about some of the letters in it
before making my pitch, so to the points: T

H. James Hotaling has a pretty sound idea in his suggestion of an
advertising flyer —~ perhaps some of the handout leaflets used in the _
Hospitality Room at the worldcons could be adopted for this, However, his

‘expansion of Larry McCombs' suggestion for an amateur reseayrch journal -

isn't so well taken. The idle spe¢ulation -— and the fields which are
nothing more — finds adequate fislds for fan publication in the regular
fanzines; but few of these deal with methodological-problems treated o
fairly rigorously. (That’s not too much their faultj I-chanced to do up
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up a falrly eJ ementary pa:oer ina ra.ther easy dluClpJ ine ) anthronology, in'
“mimeo, and ran off éxtra copies fo put in a fanzine for OMPA, adding such

notes as were reun.red for fannish comprehemlon — ‘and even th:.s sa.mple

paper was increased by a third that way, though I write pretty concise notes.

Can you imagine what a really hard 'science like Bill Evans! chem:.st.ry or '
Lerry McCombs ' mathematics would need in the way of enlargement and ‘
footnotes before moét of us could follow a paper a serious worker might,
produce?) I think he underestimates the difficulty of £illing such a -
publication; amateur-scientist-fans need their egoboo,too, and will they
be eager to present’ the,:.r work before an audience vhich, whatever its .
geheral enthusiam for science, lacks the special knowleuge to appreciate

© the real merit of the work?

Don Franson has good objection’ to the rel:.o'::_on preached 1n Stragger

in a Strange Land; that it's just another .version of the Chosen Peeple i - o

jaza s and that th:Ls is inazdequate for the modern world. A good obJectlon, ‘
I say, but wrong all the same. A philosophy/: rel:.gzon bloody well can be
that narrow today; you can tick off the blocs across: the. .apectrum from
the beats with their contempt for squares to the Reds with their two-way
scorn for the outside’ Capitalist and the internal masses. It's pretty .~
much an inevitible concomitant of the “actz,om.st" attitude 'in every field;
remember, not only do you want to A¥CH*T when you start. thinking in a two=
valued way, but you also tend to start thlnlqng in a twokvdlued way when
you get committed to a course of intensive act:.on. (Hey, I better note I
mean you "people", not you "Don Franson'.)

" Now, vhat T wanted to remind’ everybody of is thé’ C*O* “‘VwE*N*I“)‘I*O%"N
to be held next Labor Day. Welve gotten a really good deal ‘from the hotel

a8 far as fac:.ln_tles £y and e though we ganft g:.ve YOII 'bhe full progra.m

Yet <= we've got some special items we Figure will make thé converrbion -
almost as interesting as .the smoke-filled rooms., For. memberships, address
the Discon Committee, .Box 36, . Mt Ra:l.ner, Md,3 make checks and money

orders payable to Blll Evans - nembershlp is $2 in the'US, $l overseas.

Best & all,
chk Eney o '

((eds note: One of a conventlon's greatest ‘needs is as much work:mg
capital as possible, in order to be able to negotiate freely for the
best possible terms in arranging for the various functions, Now,’ you're
going to join the convention anyway, right? So JOIN NOW!!! Send your two

- bucks to Bill Evans at the address above, Do it yesterday, if poss:u_ble.))‘

Don Anderson .

141 Shady Greek Rd.
Rochesber 93, N.Y.

Dear TIGHTBEAM el

First of a_.l, you anpear rather ridiculous writing a letter to

yourself. However, that's one way to avoid the p0581b111ty of anyong - o
mistaking your personal opinion for some: sort of official statement, .

To Lee Riddle: I sincerely hope that you have ‘better luck regarding’

- the Deadline than I did. Today is October 31 and. this Jletter of ma.ne is’

most certainly the last I intend to stencil. I£ I had stuck by my

" original intention of keeping the Deadline, thig issue would have

consisted of about six pages. That's the reason for the cover, ‘such as -
it is, This brings. up another point, one Whlch partly may be the answer
ibo the 'Late arrlval o:f: 80 many letters-
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- Wally Weber' From the evidence I have, s from persomal notes as well as
TIGHTBEAM letters, it wovld seem as if some, and possibly many, members did’
not get their copies of September's TlGHTBEmVI This includes at least

. three officers of the club (ALl Lewis, Art Rapp, Janie Johnson) and the
- editor of the issue to follow, myself, This is a serious breakdown in

club communication, In all probability this probliem could be traced to
thie Post Cffice, but I, for one, would feel much better if I had your ‘
assurance that you DID meil out copies o all members, I would suggest that
any member who did mot receive a September TIGHTBEAM drop a ¢ard to
Al Lewis, so that we m:x.gnt get some idea how many were missed,

Al Lewis: It is my opinion that you are guilty of & serious breech
of the ethics of your office, The TNFF is the Official Organ of the N3F,.
end as such should be free of personal ediforializing on matters that
DO NOT concern the N3F as an organization. While it is true that a number
of N3F members are involved in the wnfortunate fannish scandal now
claiming “the attention of fandom, this involvement is on strictly a
personal level, and shouid not concern us ag N3F members, It says on the
masthead of TN'*“F something to the order that it is the intention of the
VN’%F to avoid the fannish conflicts that seem so predominant in our
microcosm, This, most certa:.nly, is not always as possible as we might
want, but as editor of TNFF it is your duty to uphold that intention. In
author:.ng editorials for the TNFF, you are speaking for the N3F as a whole,
and have no authority to take a stand on such a controversial issue without
the consent of the Directorate or possibly the membership as a whole,
This is not always true, of course, such as in cases with a clear N3F
precedent, and it nay seem somewhat like hamstringing, but you and any
member of the N3F are perfectly free to take a persomal stand in any
but the official publication of the club, TNFF,

Dikini: You said it,Kid. Washington, San Frans:n.co » New Orleans, London,

then HOCHESTER IN 1671

Clay Hamlin: In projecting your flgures didn' you forget to include
the necessary increase in expendatures for the additional members? Also,
the intention to provide Bigger and Better services in the future, Along
this line, let me state "two fiscal facts that should be changed. First;

I feel 'bhat TIGHTBEAM editors should be repaid in full for all expenses
of production of the letterzine. The 10¢ per member allowance may not
cover the cost of production and meiling, and I think the labor involved
is enough to ask the editor for, This is not a personal beef, since I have
no idea as yet as to the final cost of producing this &ssue, but 350

' copies (circulation this issue) is labor enough.

Secondly; I do not feel that the N3F should have accepted, nor should
accept in the future, reembursement from the convention committees for the
expenses of the hospitality rooms. By accepting these expenses we have
allowed the project to become convention ¢redits, instead of credits to
the N3F, If this is to remain OUR project, then it must be pdid for with
dur funds, or any good PR we reap will be unearned and phony.

I had more to éay, but my typing fingers are tired, and I want the
page count to come oul right. Remember: '

TIGHTBEAM 17
- Lee Riddle
- 144 Elkton Rd.
Newark, Delaware

Deadline December 25 WRITE W 1, RIGHT NOW 11

Luck, Don A’ngle'rsor;‘ )








